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The Bathroom Project
The designers challenge is to remodel the small upstairs bathroom. The Matthews are interested in a transitional style for the 
renovation of the bathroom. 

Because Michael and Jolene want the bathroom enlarged, they have made the closet in the front bedroom available for the  
renovation. Therefore, you can remove or alter the wall between the closet and bathroom. Your clients are relocating their  
clothes to a new closet over the steps. Since the bathroom needs to accommodate guests, the designer must maintain an  
entrance from the hall, but the door can be moved. 

The tub, lavatory, toilet and flooring need replacing. The Matthews would like a separate tub and shower, but if the designer  
recommends that this is not possible, they will accept a tub/shower combination as an acceptable substitution. If the current  
linen closet is removed, an alternative storage solution should be created. 

Michael and Jolene will share the bathroom but not at the same time. They would like a grooming center for their personal  
items listed below, along with general storage.

Bathroom Requirements
General storage:
• Medicine/first aid storage
• Toothbrushes/toothpaste
• Hamper
• Towel warmer
• Bath/hand towel/washcloth storage
• Sheets/blankets storage
• Mirror for applying makeup/shaving
• Full length mirror
• Scale
• Toilet brush storage
• Toilet paper 
• Bath cleaning products storage

The Challenge
Use your inventive thinking and knowledge to remodel the upstairs bathroom. Follow the NKBA Bathroom Planning Guidelines. 
The drawings must be cleanly and neatly presented on 11” x 17” paper, adhering to all instructions and requirements. Entries  
must be drawn in 1/2” scale and follow the NKBA Graphic and Presentation Standards.

Note: Entries that are not submitted on 11” x 17” paper will be disqualified.  Please read all instructions carefully before mailing entries to the NKBA. 

Construction Details 
You will notice that the east and west walls are load-bearing walls comprised of double- thick brick measuring 8” thick. The double-
thick brick walls are notched out to hold the floor joists on each of the levels. These joists measure 2 X 10 and are running 24 inch 
on center, east to west as indicated on plan. The south wall is constructed of 2 X 4 studs with clapboard on the exterior. All wood 
studs in the project are the actual size as indicated.  

The west wall directly below the bathroom is a wet 
wall consisting of 2 X 8 studs in front of the double-
thick brick (see figure 1) In the 8-inch gap is where 
the current waste stacks, plumbing, and electric are 
housed. The plumbing and electric connections to the 
upstairs bathroom must remain in the kitchen project. 
The wet wall in the bathroom and the wall directly 
below the bathroom cannot be structurally altered. 

Jolene requires:
• Hair dryer
• Curling iron 
• Flat iron
• Cosmetics storage
• Hair grooming products storage
• Storage for hair care products
• Personal hygiene products storage
• An area to hang a robe
• Towel/washcloth close to  
	 grooming center	

Michael requires:
• Shaving /electric razor storage
• Hair grooming products storage
• Personal hygiene products storage
• Shoe polishing paraphernalia storage
• An area to hang a robe
• Towel/washcloth close to  
	 grooming center	

Figure 1 
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Construction Details (cont’d.)
To save money, Mike and Jolene have already removed the old cabinets, countertops and appliances. To their dismay, the couple 
discovered that the ceiling and floor were asbestos tiles, so they had the tiles removed by professionals in all areas including the 
pantry. They did not remove the pantry. As the designer, this would be your responsibility. The contactor also removed the plaster 
and lath walls, so all that remains is the original 1880’s 2 X 4 and 2 X 8 stud walls. All wood studs are the actual size as indicated.  

In the kitchen, the current ceiling height from the subfloor to the bottom of the ceiling joists is 108 inches. The downstairs flooring 
has been replaced with a 3/4” oriented strand board (OSB) as the subfloor. Refer to Chapter 7 of the Residential Construction 
volume of the NKBA Professional Resource Library 
for a chart of suitable subfloor material for your 
finished floor. The designer will need to note the 
correct ceiling height after installation of flooring 
and ceiling. Using these construction notes the 
designer can place plumbing, electrical and vents 
according to their design. The plumbing and the 
electric must be upgraded to meet code. There is 
a full attic and an unfinished basement with dirt 
floors under the first level with a 7’ ceiling that will 
never be remodeled. 

Luckily, there was no asbestos found in the bath-
room. The ceiling in the bathroom is drywall over 
the original lath.  The ceiling height of this room is 
9’. The floor in the bathroom is the original plank 
flooring. The west wall is the wet wall; however, up-
stairs there is drywall over the lath. (See figure 2). 
 
House details and designer notes:
• Gas forced air heat
• Central air conditioning
• The designer can position the vents for the air conditioning and heat in both the kitchen and bath according to your design
• The windows are casement windows 44” X 48” and 42” AFF with 2 inch trim 
• Doors and windows have 2” molding 
• Door to porch is 38 3/4 ” X 80” and the basement door is 36 1/4” X 80”
• The west wall and east wall cannot be moved – load bearing walls
• Remove pantry 
• The archway between the kitchen and dining room can be removed
• Door to the basement on the north wall cannot be moved or altered, but the door and trim style can be updated to match  
	 the rest of the restoration
• The south wall is constructed 2 X 4 studs with clapboard on the exterior
• No additional openings may be created on the west wall
• Kitchen window on the south wall can be altered, eliminated, or moved
• Windows and doors can be added to the south wall
• Door on the west wall can be moved to the south wall
• West wall window can be eliminated 
• The door can replace the window on the west wall
• Clients have access to old brick that matches the façade
• Access to the back porch is necessary for the dog to enter the back yard
• Tree lined residential street runs along the west side of the row house

Note: Remember that the east and west wall are brick. Altering of the window or door should be structurally-sound and properly documented on plans.

Figure 2
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Student Name:								         NKBA Member ID#:				  

Home/Permanent Address: 												          

City:								         State/Province:			   Postal Code:		

Phone:							        Additional Phone:						    

Student E-mail:														            

College/University:													           

Instructor/Faculty Advisor:											         

q Freshman		  q Sophomore 		   q Junior  		  q Senior

I hereby attest that I am the Student Designer for the project, I have read and fully understand the entry requirement 
for this competition, and I have not worked in a professional design capacity as outlined in the competition guidelines. I 
understand that the National Kitchen & Bath Association will retain non-exclusive rights to all submitted entry materials 
for future promotional, public relations, marketing, and education purposes.  I acknowledge that any false or misleading 
information in this entry, or non-adherence to competition requirements, will result in my disqualification. I hereby agree 
to indemnify and hold harmless the National Kitchen & Bath Association and their respective parties, for any losses or 
damages arising from my participation in this design contest and any contest related activity.

															             
Signature, Designer of Record							       Date

															             
Signature, Instructor/Faculty Advisor						      Date

Mail completed entries to:
NKBA Student Design Competition

687 Willow Grove Street

Hackettstown, NJ  07840

Entries must be postmarked by 
November 30, 2011

2011/2012 NKBA Student Design 
Competition Entry Form

Entries from graduating students will be accepted if the postmark 
is prior to graduation and received before the deadline. The Na-
tional Kitchen & Bath Association (NKBA) is not responsible for 
illegible, lost, late, damaged, incomplete, stolen, postage-due, or 
misdirected mail or entries.

NKBA.org/StudentCompetition
1-800-THE-NKBA (843-6522)
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